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Religion a Farce, Sc. 


London, Feb. 3, 1773. 

Honoured Sir, | 1 ; 
INCE my arrival here, in company with our 
common friend, Don Diago Lopez, we made 
It our buſineſs, by means of a ſhrewd ſecretary, 
thoroughly acquainted with the manners, cuſtoms 
and genius of the Engliſh, to get every information 
poſſible relative to their church conſtitution eſ- 
pecially ; and, finding the liberty of the preſs one 
of their ſtandard palladiums, we opened, after 
ſome fruitleſs attempts with other papers, a cor- 
reſpondence with the London beg i he, by 
an eſſay to trace religion from the fountain head, 
and I, by laying hold on every temporary ſubject 
that occurred for tracing it upwards; ſo that, had 
we been allowed to proceed, there might be hopes 
of making ſhort work with religious diſputes; and of 
our meeting, after having levelled the ſeveral difh- 
culties raiſcd, as well againſt the ſyſtem of nature as 
revelation, and the moſtplauſible pretender to both; 
of meeting, I ſay, half way between religion's, 
hoarineſs and youth. What his ſucceſs has been, 
or may hereatter be, he will, I preſume, apprize 
you of; but for me, deſpairing of any further 
| pro- 


TY 

progreſs, I ſend you the following detail, to verify, 

in part, the Theſis of my Title-page. | 
Whatever it might be with the ancient myſteries 

of paganiſm, where the practice, inſtead of keep- 

ing pace with the rm profeſſion, generally 


gave it the lye, the heavy charge of diſſimulation 
and hypocriſy ſeems, at firſt ſight, inſuſtainable 
againſt any branch of chriſtianity eſpecially, How- 
ever, that it 1s not quite deſtitute of all ground, 
ſo far as the ſentiments of the heart may be proved 
by overt- acts, is a no leſs obvious than lamentable 
truth, Though, from the almoſt univerſal diſſo- 
luteneſs of the age, and the little regard every 
where paid to truth, virtue, and their pong ties, 
when claſhing with ambition, intereſt and other 
paſſions, witneſs the crying and unconſcionable 
partition of Poland, our own ſhocking venali- 
ty, &c. it” might be brought home to the ge- 
nerality of mankind : yet, my preſent view is con- 
fined to the inhabitants of this iſle, where, ſince 
the reformation, the goſpel is proſeſſed in its native 
urity, ſtript of all diſguiſe, Nor are they the 
5 | level at; ſo far from it, that I am of opi- 
nion, there may be as much ſolid devotion under 
a Britiſh lady's lowered gauze capuchin, as the 
veil or mantlet of a Spaniſh prude telling her 
dangling beads. Ihe clergy are my only butts, 
not for what they generally are cricd out againſt, 
the diſingenuouſneſs of their ſubſcriptions, the 
luxury, pomp and avarice of their chiefs, not- 
withſtanding their profeſſions of veracity, humility 


and diſintereſtedneſs, but for their ſeeming ſettled 


averſion to have their principles brought to light 
and canvaſſed, whilſt they would be thought their 
moſt zealous champions, 
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($4) 
That this is their genuine caſe will, T apprehend; 
appear to ſuch as, with an unprejudiced eye, con- 


fider the following facts, where they ſeem to make 


as great a ſecret thereof as the heathen miſtagogues 
and hierophants have done of theirs, witneſs the 
profound ſilence they obſerve, when called upon 
in a public paper, or otherwiſe, for information, 
or upon receiving this, when required, winch is 
the ſubject of ſome loud complaints repeatedly 
made by the Rea! Seeker, a gentleman our ſecretary 


got us acquainted with, in his correſpondence with 


proteſtants of different denominations, as may be 
ſeen by the italics, page 68, 84, 93, &c. by no an- 
{wer being made to the animadverſions upon an ad- 
dreſs of a layman of the church of England to Britiſh 
Romaniſts, page 141z to thoſe upon the prieſt- 
catching little carpenter's alarm, page 1381; to thole 
upon Matthew Taylor's Bloody Tribunal, page 161, 


though made known to them, page 171; again, by 


the ztalics, page 173, 281, 294, 306, 307, 3123 
by the ſilence of the Middleſex Journal, page 3373 
of Mr. Cooke, page 390; of a neighbour, ap- 


pendix t, and 7; of a quaker, page 11; he tells 


us beſides, he has ſent two copies of the eleventh 


letter in his appendix, reſpecting ſubſcription, to 
the aſſociation at the Feathers To avern with the fol 
lowing letter. | 


To the 7 "TER of the Feather:-Tavern Aſſociation. 
SIR, 


worth have to de members of your 
truly proteſtant ſociety is the adv antage, the in- 
cloſed leiter makes papiſts derive from its project, 
Either by trumping up the like pretence, if 1yez 

9:3 - ceistul, 


HE greateſt objection many gentlemen of 


4 

ceſsful, or unanſwerably branding our eſtabliſh- 
ment with the moſt ſhameful ſtamp of inconſiſtence, 
if blaſted, a dilemma to them inextricable, and of 
courſe giving every true antipapiſtical zealot room to 
apprehend the unadviſcdnets of the ſteps you take; 
remove this by an anſwer thereto inſerted or ad- 
vertiſed in the Gazetteer, and you may depend, if 
ſatisfactory, upon their ſigning both the aſſociation- 
paper, petition and bill, and doing all in their power 
to promote the laudable cauſe in conjunction with 


Your humble ſervant, 


Aug. 26. 1772. PASTORCULUS. 


P. S. Your making no anſwer will argue a dif- 
fidence of your cauſc in our eyes, 


And in fine, that he has ſent both the Jew Apo- 
logiſt and the Real Seeker to the rev. Mr. C—e, a 
fallen prieſt, r——r of M—d---d, N---h---p---n- 
ſh--e, with the following letter; but all to no pur- 
pole. | 


EING lately informed by your kinſman Mr. 
F——--y, of the ſtep you have taken, and 
making no doubt of its being the reſult of con- 
viction, eſpecially ſince you have ingenuouſly de- 
clared to gn been led therein by the ſuperior 
force of reaſons, which you make your brags to be 
proof againſt the utmoſt efforts of all Rome's vo- 
taries, | make bold to beg you would, for the 
ſake of our former reciprocally profeſſed friend- 
* ſhip, help me to the motives in particular which 
have induced you thereto. You may depend upon 
my giving them their due weight, and, if ſuffi- 
5 1 ciently 
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ciently cogent, not heſitating a moment, though 
in the decline of life, in following the example. 
Undiſguiſed truth has always been my darling pur- 
ſuit, no one could have taken more pains that way, 
witneſs the productions I preſent you with in the 
parcel, where you will find me ſo little ſwayed by 
prepoſſeſſion and prejudice of education, that, if 
ſincere, you mult confeſs, if in Spain, I ſcarcely, 
if at all, could eſcape the inquiſitorial flames. Im- 
plicit faith and blind obedience I ever held of ſame 
merit in the vulgar and 1lliterate z but highly un- 
worthy perſons of any genius, tolerable parts and 
reflection. I cannot eaſily ſee, why, in the light 
of God, we may any more avail ourſelves of other 
people's belief than works, in regard to which the 
goſpel is however expreſs, that every one ſhall ſtand 
upon his own bottom. (Matt. 16. 27.) Whether 1 
only flatter myſelf with the thing, or really act up 
to the character of a free-thinker, you are left to 
judge, after peruſal of the work, which I readily 
| ſubmit to the cenſure of any man, or ſet of men, 
you may think competent judges, if they but ſtate 

their objections to what they find exceptionable 
therein. If made ſenſible of ſwerving in the leaſt 
from this my profeſſion, I ſhall be ready to give 
you the right hand of fellowſhip, otherwiſe may, I 
preſume, expect the compliment from you to 


Your humble ſeryant, 


T. M, 


TS P. 8. 


4&3 
P. S. Should you favout me with an anſwer, or 
any animadverſions upon the books, pray direct 
for me, at Mr. F------y*s, or, through any friend 
here, get them inſerted in any newſpaper you 
pleaſe to name. Your utter ſilence, beſides diſ- 
appointing a faſt friend, and dilcouraging a per- 
haps hearty proſclyte, will in every impartial eye 
be conſtrued into an undoubted argument of your 
inſincerity, and ſtanding ſelt-condemned for your 
hapleis backſliding;, and you will be wholly to 


blame, ſhouid your character tor integrity ſuffer by 
the neglect's taking wind, 


S for myſcif, you will find by what follows I 
have equally the fame reaſon of complaint with 
the Seeker, whoſc arguments I only mean, for the 
preſent, to enforce in tavour of a general toleration. 
For launching into public, I took the opportunity 
of the following letter. | 


0 res of the GAZETTEER. 
Pha vagus renow of the eſtabliſhed Church 
h 


in England renounce implicit faith on the 
urch of Rome; diſſenters from the church of 
England renounce implicit faith on am church. — 
Query, Whether the members of all proteſtant 
churches eſtabliſhed by law, or diſſenting from 
the legal eſtabliſhment, who do not underſ:and 
the original of the Old and New Teſtament, are not 
implicit believers, as their faith muſt be grounded 
on the ſuppoſed fidelity of the tranſtators? 

An anſwer to this Querie will oblige one who 

wiſhes to walk in the right path to Heaven. 


Aug. 6, 1772+ 4 > £7 
To 


A 
To this I made the following anſwer. 


To the PRINTER of the GazeTTEER. | 
O the Quere in your paper of the 6th cur- 
, rent, | anſwer in the affirmative. There is 
no ſtation in either civil or religious life but may 
require the implicit faith of ſome. -T hus we de- 
pend upon the parſon, phyſician, lawyer, butcher, 
baker, &c. for honeſtly acting their parts: But 
' your correſpondent G. X L. would ſure not pre- 
tend this ſhould univerſally obtain in all caſes and 
perſons, that they who are not converſant in the ori- 
. of icripture, ſhould hood wink them- 
elves in regard not only to the faelity of the tran. 
ſlators, but even to the application others make 
of the tranſlation, the propricty and energy where- 
of they may themſelves be equally e with. 
This, if J miſtake not, were totally ſwerving from 
the right path to beaven, he is ſo intent upon pur- 
ſuing: for, each one ſtanding here on his own bot- 


tom, it ſeems his own conſcience and ſenſe of things 
ſhould be his guide. 


Auguſt 12, 1772.  - NEUTER. 


No reply being made, I revived the debate, by 
ending the following letter. 


To the PRINTER of the Lowpon Packer. 
S LER, 1 e: 

EIN G given to underſtand we may expect a 

D frech attack upon our articles and liturgy next 

icilions of parliament, I and many more, well wiſh- 

ers to the common cauſe, would be glad ſome of 

your correſpondents would before- hand be kind 


enough to rid us of ſome ſcruples, which hinder 
| B 4 gur 


LE 
our taking ſhare, either pro or con, in the impor- 
tant debate, by ſolutions to the following queries: 
1. Is implicit faich, or our pinning it upon other 
mens ſleeves, not hypocritical ? or making believe 
to aſſent to what we may perhaps not compre- 
hend ? . +. 
2, If other people's works can be of no availment 
_ 1 on the laſt day, Why ſhould their faith 
3. If the chief complaint of the firſt reformers 
has been the exaction of blind obedience, ſhould 
the like pretence not be deemed an uſurpation 
ſhamefully inconſiſtent in their followers ? 
4. Should the clerical petition or diſſenting bill 
ſs, with what colour can the repeal of the teſt be 
xefuſed, ſnould the Roman Catholics ſue for it? 


Sept 23, 1772. - NEUTER. 
To this was made the following reply. 


To the Pa] R of the Lonpowx Packer. 
SIR, | i 
XTEUT ER in your Paper of Wedneſday laſt 

aſſerts, that a freſh aTTack (fo he calls it) is 
intended to be made on the Liturgy and Articles 
of the Church of England, the next ſeſſion of par- 
jiament. | 

After announcing this, he defires a ſolution to 
the following queries. As 

1. Is implicit faith, or our pinning it upon other 
mens ſleeves, not hypocritical ? 

' Anſwer. Yes certainly. 

2. If other peoples works can be of no availment 
with us at the laſt day, why ſhould their faith 
be ſo? 

Anſwer. Neither the one nor the other will be 
availing. | 


x 


3. If 


( 8 
3. If the chief complaint of the firſt reformers 
has been the exaction of blind obedience, ſhould 
the I;ke pretence not be deemed an uſurpation 
ſhamefully inconſiſtent in their followers ? 
Anſwer. Yes, doubtleſs. 1 
4. Should the clerical petition or diſſenting bill 
paſs, with what colour can the repeal of the teſt 
de refuſed, ſhould the Roman Catholics ſue for it? 
Anſwer. Becauſe neither the Clergy nor the Dif- 
ſenters acknowledge a foreign juriſdiction or a 
power to diſpenſe with oaths, but are both friendly 
c * 
F A BouskirE, 
Sept. 30, 1772. half Papiſt, half Proteſtant. 


Hereupon I purſued my queries as follows. 


To the PaIxTER of the Lonpow Pack Er. 


RED from my juvenile years under an inqui- 
B ſitorial meridian, I often bleſs my ſtars for bu- 
lineſs calling me to be reſident in England, was it 
but for the invaluable bleſſing of the liberty not 
only of ſpeech, but the preſs eſpecially being re- 
ported to be here in the zenith of its glory. I was 
ever of opinion, that, thought, being under no 
other controul than heaven's, ſhould, in its ſocial 
communication be directed or reſtrained but 
that celeſtial ray which characteriſes the human 
being, reaſon; as otherwiſe his fate, to me, would 
be no berter than that of the carter's horſe. The 
voice of fame, I muſt own, proved true in civil 
and political; but not always ſo in religious affairs. 
Do you want fale for your property, to know the 
merits of your ſuit in law, a vote for being a re- 
preſentative, a companion for life, &c. you rarely, 


11 
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i ever, find the advertiiement fail of ſucceſs ; 
when it is daily the reverſe with polemical doubts. 
It is odds, chat ſcruples in this way, if, what is 
often tefuſed, made oom for in a news- paper, the 
beſt vehicle, I know, for interchanging our ideas, 
will never be reſolved. This, however, has, I 
mult confeſs, not been hitherto my caſe, thanks be 
to your diſtinguiſhed impartality for obligingly i in- 
ſercing in your paper of 23d ult, ſome lecminghy 
very intereſting queries, I took the liberty of ſending 
for the purpole, and to the complailance of your 
correſpondent of goth ult. ſubicribing himſelf a 
2 for candidly giving his ſentiments there- 

But their not appearing ultimately fatil- - 


ooo imboldens me to beg your en, com- 


pliance for admitting the following. 

5. Does the ſilence of the patrons 10 our relig. 
ous eſtabliſnment not denote a viſible decay of 
zeal, if not religion, among them? Or. 

6. Docs it not give room to ſuſpect their being 
ſo rplexedly e 105 ſaid queries, as to ſtand 

ſelkes ndemned ? 

7. Would an attempt to prevent cheir continu- 
ation, with ſtill more reaſon, not be liable to the 
a diſgraceful conſtruction? |, 

8. Should the petitioners drop, their claim, or 


not pucſue it with becoming warmth.z may it not 


be, leſt R. C. ſhould come in for ſnacks 1 in right of 


the fourth query ? 


9. If a Jew, acknowledging the ſpiritual juriſ- 
4 en of the Sanhedrim of Aleppo or Babylon, 


may be protected and tolerated in England, why 


may a R. C. not? Or, 
10. Will our half Papiſt, Bourkite, undertake to 


ſhew, any dogmatical deciſion of Rome inimical 
to the ſtate ? Or, 


11, Her 


(4: 86..4 

11 Her amd power. of diſpenſing with oaths 
to * a rule of faith indiſpenſibly binding? Or, 

12. Will he agree to confront Junius in Lloyd's 
Evening Poſt of 26th Feb. who holds the negative, 
by diſtinguiſhing Rome's, divine from her human 
prorogatives znd uſurpations? Or, in fine, 
13. Are the profeſſors of Arianiſm or Sociania- 
niſm, to be ſuppoſed more friendly to the 4 
| than thoſe of, Rome $ ſpeculative creeds ? 


Here follow the ſolutions. 9800 to theſe queries. | 


To the PainTER of the Lowpon Packer! 
38 LR. 


EUTER in your aper of the 9th, ack 
knowledges my com 5 

the ſolution of his queries, ay though he confeſſes 
himſelf not ultimately ſatisfied with the plain dog 
explicit anſwers, yet goes on putting further que 
tions, inſtead of firſt ſhewing (which he ought 
have done) wherein the 43 7 reply was Sari 
factory. However I ſhall take hi 

way. 

Query V. Does the ſilence of the patrons of our 
religious eſtabliſnment not denote a viſible decay 
of zeal, if not religion among them? 

Anſwer. Certainly, but, Dulcis odor lucri, &c: 

VI. Does it not give room to ſuſpect their being 


ſo perplexedly ſtunned _ ſaid queries as to ſtand 
ſelt- condemned? 


Anſwer. Certainly. 


VII. Would an attempt to prevent their contl- 


nuation with {till more reaſon, not be liable to the 
fame diſgraceful conſtruction? 


Anſwer, Certainly. 


im in his own 


VII. 


aiſance and at in 


( *, 3 

VIII. Should the petitioners drop their claim, 
or not purſue it with becoming warmth, may it 
not. be, leſt che R—n C—s ſhould come in' for 
ſnacks ? | | 

Anſwer. The petitioners diſcover no diſpoſition 
to relinquiſh their deſign. But whether they pur- 
ſuc it or not, there does not appear to be the leaſt 
intention to aboliſh the oaths of glance, 1 40 
macy, &c. but the contrary, | 

IX. If a Jew, acknowledging the ſpiritual Juriſ- 


4 8 of the Sanhedrim of Aleppo or Babylon, 


may be protected and tolerated in England, why 
may a R--n C—c not? 

Anſwer. I he Jews have never, that 1 know. of, 
aſſumed any juriſdiction over temporal governors, 


or pretended to a power of diſpenſing with the moſt 
ſacred obligations. 


X. Can any dogtnatical deciſion of Rome be 
ſhewn to be inimical to the ſtare ? 
_ Anſwer. The annual publication of the bull 7: 
Cana Domini on Maunday Thurſday, at Rome, 
ſhews manifeſtly the Pope's claim to king ſhip in 
Great Britain and Ireland, This inteference is 


moſt inimical to the ſtate. 


XI. 1s Rome's aſſumed power of di tſpenſing with 
oaths to be a rule of faith indiſpenſibly binding? 
Anſwer. Yes. This practice had the ſacred ſanc- 


tion of the council of Conſtance, and hath lately 


been viſibly fulfilled in the melancholy fate of the 
Poliſh Diflidents. 
XII. Will Bourkite agree to confront Juni- 


us, &c? 


Anſwer. No reply can be made to this, as Juni- 


us's writings are not at hand, 


XIII. Are the profeſſors of Aridi or Socini- 
aniſm to be ſuppoſed more friendly to the ſtate than 
thoſe of Rome's ſpeculative creeds. — 


( i 1 
Anſwer. Neither Arians nor Socinians acknow- 
| ledge the above Popiſh tenets, and conſequently 
are not unfriendly to the ſtare. | 
| A BOURKITE, 
OB. 16, 177, Half- Papiſt, half Proteſtant. 


The queries I further purſued, as followeth. 


To the PRINTER of the Lonnon PACKET. 
S I R, 5 

HAT I apprehended at firſt is come to pals 
your kind indulgence, whereof I am at a 
lols for words to expreſs my grateful acknowledg- 
ment, has ſerved no other purpoſe than that of 
ſtrengthening the notion I had already conceived 
of theſe infidel times, when religion, if at all, 1s 
the laſt of even churchmens concerns ; unleſs it 
ſhould chance to anſwer ſome mercenary end. It 
is not a little mortifying that I am left to ſurmiſe 
and unable to account for their ſupinity and re- 
creantiſe; to ſay religious ſubjects, are unbefit- 
ting news- papers in company with hue and Cry, 
made after a troop of banditti, would favour much 
of the phariſaical ſqueamiſhneſs recorded (Mat. 9. 
11.) Has Chriſt not often delivered his leſſons in 
the open field? and St. Paul, without any dread 
of profanation in the publick market. (Act 17. 17.) 
to ſay religious ſcrutinies endanger the eftabliſh- 
ment were neither more nor leſs than get; 

their miſgivings of its ſtanding the teſt, and ſuc 
another panic as the votaries of Diana were ſeized 
with (Act. 19. 28.) nor indeed do I ſee a more 
promiſing means of rouſing this miſcreant age into 
a religious mood than theſe very intelligencers. Con- 
ſidering the general itch of all ranks foy their pe- 
ruſal, and their manner of variegating and blend- 


mg, 
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| Cy 
ing, as in a phyſical pill, the delectable and uſeful 
almoſt in the ſame narrative, the moſt irreligious 
muſt every now and then ſtumble upon perhaps 
what they otherwiſe had never done. You may 
indeed ſay a Bourkite gives me a caſt of his office, 
true; but alas! by, his own confeſſion, he is 
neither the one thing nor the other, and mongrels, 
you know, are moſtly remarked, if not for turning 
tail, or, what was called of old, hanging an a--e, 
at leaſt for making but a poor itand, and not 
coming up to the thorough lerviceablenels of either 
ſpecies : whence it is ſaid in the book of Revela- 


tions: becauſe thou art lukewarm and neither hot 


nor cold, I will ſpew thee out of my mouth: (Rev, 
. 16.) The charge indeed comes home to myſelf , 
but a difference mult be owned between giving and 
aſking information; that, in a neutral capacity, I 
would not attempt; however as this. gentleman 
may. be an exception to the general rule, and that 
I may not lie under the aſperſion of being wanting 
to the rules of politeneſs in overlooking his reſolves, 
I ſend my objections to their ſufficiency, diſcernable 
by the Italics in the ſubjoined queries; for which I 
once more beg a place in your uſcful Paper. 
14. Whether it does not favour as much of in- 
human barbarity to oppreſs religious liberty, not 


by dint of argument, but a plurality of voices, as 


a tyrant's trampling upon the civil laws and con- 


ſtitution of his country by a military force? 


15. Whether a penal law can be deemed juſt, 
which promiſcuouſly affects a whole body of men 
without diſtinguiſhing the innocent from the guil- 
ty? If not, f | 

16. Whether, without their expreſs avowal or a 
legal proof, R—n C---s are reiponſible for any 


other than their dogmatical tenets ? If not, 


17. Whether 


© i FT. 

17. Whether a dogma be not that, the obſtinate 
and di ſingenuous denying whereof puts a man out 
of the communion of the church, whoſe it is? Tt fo, 
18. Whether they who teligiouſſy obſerve the 
toleration granted by treaties and allegiance ſworn 
to thoſe they call Heretics, or who make ſuch in- 
roads upon the real and perſonal franchiſes of the 

Rn Church ſhould: be deemed out of her pale? 
If not, 5 

19. How then can the bull in Cæna Domini, or 
the Council of Conftance, as to the affair of the ſaſe 
conduct and diſpenſing power be dogmas or rules 
of faith? or, 1 | 

20. Does either imply any thing like the dread- 
ful anathemas; the trenten canons denounce againſt 
ſuch as ſhould ever believe otherwiſe than there 
decreed ? or, PP 

21. More obligatory than the ſolemn league 
and covenant, whoſe patrons, however once perpe- 
trators of perhaps as horrid. ſcenes as any of the 
Popiſh Confederates, yet were, upon abjuring it, 
dee med not unworthy of public protection? Or, 
22. Whether ſelfiſhneſs or enthuſiaſm, fanned, if 
not hatched by an ignorant but crafty prieſthood, 
has not wholly been at the bottom on both ſides ? 
And conſequently 

23. Whether they alone and blind dupes, ſhould 
not be made to {mart for any complaints of outra- 
geous exceſſes? And Fr eng 

24. Whether upon the whole R---n C---s are 
not warranted to conſtrue the predilection for diſ- 
ſenters into a conſciouſneſs of the reformers having 
been the unjuſt aggreſſors, who rarely, if ever, are 
Known to be cordially reconciled to the party inju- 
red? This, as J humbly conceive, being the caſe, 

FF | | 25. 
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25. Taſk, if the R—n Cs neglect of improve- 
ing the opportunity given by the toleration act at 
the revolution into a ſimilar claim, in their behalf, 
was the effect of puſillanimity, inadvertency, or 
their unadviſed tenaciouſneſs of what was really no 


 dogm ? | 


26. Whether the power of excommunication or 
delivering to Satan, (1 Cor. v. 5.) jure divino, ex. 
tends to the remporalities of governors, or only, as 
Mr. Locke has it, to their excluſion from. the 
church ſervice, Lord's ſupper, and the like ſpiritu- 
alicies ? 7 7 

27. Whether, and for what reaſon, theſe queries 
may be attributed more to Neuter's being popiſhly 
affected, than to his dread of Rome's, however airy 


and viſionary Kingſbip being here reinſtated, ſhould 


the petition, or even diſſenting bill paſs ? 
OF. 23, 1772. NEUTER. 


To this no anſwer being made I ſent the following 


letter. 
To the Printer of the Loxnvox Packer. 


| Nov. 21, 1772. 
SIR, 
IE viſible decay of religion is a no leſs ge- 
neral than doleful complaint all over Fa 
rope. How beautifully harmonious are the revo- 
lutions of the ſtarry vault? how uninterrupt- 
edly uniform, in conſequence of the different ſea- 
ſons, are the ſhooting, bloſſoming, fruit-bearing 
and fading of plants and all vegetables? the very 
animals are liable to little or no viciſſitudes. Find 


them 


KAT. 

them where you will, their inſtin& is much the ſame. 
In all climates the fox is fierce, the hare as meek, 
the blackbird bedawbs his neſt. Thus all nature, - 
by conforming to his eſtabliſhed laws, is ever 
ſteady in homaging its author, when man alone, 
alas! the pretended lord of the creation, mult, at 
the expence of his acknowledged hegeance and 
fealty, be the ſpore of whim and caprice. From 
the carlicſt æra he has been unſtable, as well in his 
religious as politic and œconomical ſchemes and 
ſyſtems. We mult not admire the enormous num- 
ber of religious objects, uninformed paganiſm has 
bent the knee to, when, after the moſt clear tidings 
from heaven, the chriſtian bead-roll, for aught L 
know, may be as long: inſomuch that I am apt to 
think, that whatever it may be with the theory, there 
now a-days is no other rule of right and wrong in 

ractice, in church, at leaſt, but that of Hob's, the 
e ſword, the moſt plodding head or pelt; as 
I cannot otherwiſe account how man's belief ſhould 


veer about as faſt as his dreſs, manners, or archi- 
tecture- rules. | ; 

Was this a curſe entailed upon his race, he really 
were tobe pitied; but if of his own ſeeking, which 
ſeems to be the caſe, as providence could otherwiſe 

be ſcarce juſtifiable, what is he to throw the blame 
upon, unleſs that fatal ſource of evil, the diſcove 
of which ſo much perplexed philoſophers of old, 
the abuſe of one of his moſt honourable badges, 
ſweet liberty ? an hapleſs and melancholy caſe, in- 
deed ! but not without that ſovereign and only re- 
medy for the moſt extragant vagaries and lethargic 
complaints of honeſt, truth-ſeeking ſouls, viz. in- 
liſting under reaſon's banner, whoſe rules, if at- 
tended to, would, methinks, be an unerring guide; 
as I cannot ſee, why, like the ſun, which, the 
oy | clouds 
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clouds panes diſperſed, enlightens all the he- 
miſphere, this celeſtial ray ſhould not, in religion 
and politics, as well as in mathematics, make all 
mankind, if unbiaſſed and endued withal, think 
much zlke.- 

But this, as has been ſaid, I found impracticable 
where our faith muſt hang upon the prieſtly lips; 
nor, for aught I ſee, is it leis ſo with thoſe, I fo 
much envied, iſlanders, which makes me appre- 
hend, the liberty they ſo much vaunt, is at beſt 

but tyranny in maſk; they have, indeed the 
_ pleaſure of having their fetters rivetted on by their 
ſecond ſelves or repreſentatives (a quality, for aught 
I know, ſuiting more or leſs the three branches of 
their legiſlature) but who does not ſee this to be as 
much more heinous than deſpotiſm, as ſuicide is, 
than murder ? or is every' method of enquiry and 
information not as effectually precluded by each 
one ſtifling, and, through the moſt crying diſin- 

enuouſneſs, retuſing to impart the dictates of his 
oul, and not liſtening to thoſe of others; as it 
could poſſibly be by the moſt tyranniſing, whether 
R— n C——-c or mahometan deſpot ? 

As to the liberty of the preſs, Moni. Lolme, ia 
his C onftitution d Angleterre, obſerves, *©* that, fo 
far from being fatal to private reputation, it is in 
reality its ſoreſt bulwark. When no mode of com- 
munication with the public is open, every perſon 
is expoſed, without defence, to the ſecret attacks 
of malice and envy. The man in office loſes his 
honour; the man in trade his credit; the private 
man his character of probity, without knowing 
either the enemy or his deſigns: but when there is 
a free preſs, the innocent man directly throws the 
fulleſt light before the world on the whole tranſ- 
action, and, by an appeal to the public, at 0 

cruſhes 
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cruſhes all his adverſaries.” But the beſt things 
may be abuſed. What would he, Voltaire, Rouſ- 
ſeau, and other advocates of this Britiſh ap- 
panage, have ſaid, had it been made a tool 
to ſlander, calumny and falſehood, by its being 
allowed to the plaintiff, not the defendant? could 


they have looked upon it in a better light than of 
downright cheat and mere grimace? | 


That this is the true caſe here, appears from hence 
they equally lend the deaf ear as well to the ſober 


rationaliſt as the moſt fanatically wild enthuſiaſt. 


However inclined to think favourably of mankind, 
I can therefore not, for my ſoul, excuſe the utter 
filence of conformiſts, much leſs Baurtite, whom I 
waited for this while, for giving out ſo ſoon, which, 
if true game, he, without firſt knocking under, 
had never done: wherefore it is, that, with your 
leave Mr. Printer, I mean to make another puſh, 
to diſpoſſeſs, if poſſible, theſe dumb energumini, 
and give them the opportunity of retrieving the 
character as well for integrity as intrepidity they 
ever bore in the eyes of ſtrangers, by a ſolution 
to the ſubſequent queries, the natural corollaries of 
the foregoing. 20 

28. Whether, for the ſecurity of government, 


there ſhould not be a difference allowed between 


the oath of allegiance on the one hand, and the 
ſupremacy and teſt on the other? 
29. Should the two latter not be repealed, after 


enlarging the toleration of diſſenters, would it not 


rather be owing to a majority of purchaſed or pre- 
judiced voters than found argument? or, 

30. To Fpilcopalians reviving the old Jewiſh 
talion, tooth for tooth (Lev. 24. 20.) by way of re- 
priſals, for Rome's former ſeverities, whereof ſhe 
will ever rue the indiſcretion? or, 


C2 31. To 
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31. To the dread of their own conſcience flyin g 
in their face, or of being cried ſhame at by others, 
| ſhould they not diſgorge what my of her's ſo avid- 
ly had gulped ? it fo, 


32. What reliance may, either in . or ſlate, 
be had upon the betrayers of their own ſentiments? 

33. What mult be their notion of a doomſday, 
when, it is ſaid, not a ſingle farthing will be over- 
looked in the general reckoning ? (Matt. 5. 26.) 
34. Should the difſenter's petition not be thrown 
out, though ſome of them have imbibed the non- 
juring jus divinum principle, why ſhould that of 
the Rn C——-cs be, ſhould ſome of them be 
infatuated with the depoling and diſpenſing po. 
ers? or, 

35. Whatever ſhould be the fate of the diſſent- 
ing petition, is the claim of R- n C: cs 
not in all equity warranted by the precedent of the 
already paſt toleration -· act? or, 

36. Untill, like the edict of Nantz, this be re- 

verſed, with what juſtice can R——n C= cs be 
refuſed ? 
37. Whether our national ſynod could, in pru- 
dence, condeſcend, not only to aboliſh the fab- 
ſcription to the thirty-nine articles, as they now 
ſtand ; but even, what is ſaid to be in contem- 
plation, to have them reviſed? or, 

38. Were ſuch a propoſal not as ſuſpicious as 
that of the Arians for getting conſubſtantial ſtruck 
out of the Nicene creed? or like in ſubſtance in- 
ſerted in its place? or, 

Not like an attempt of putting them upon 
the foot of verſatile human inſtitutions, deſtitute 
of every divine irreverſible ſanction ? or, 

40. Whether ſuch a ſtep would not entitle 
R C to a reviſal of the above oaths ? 


41. 


6 bl 


41. With what face can either the clerical or diſs 


ſenting memorialiſts ever exclaim againſt the pre- 
varication of ſubſcribers, ſhould they themſelves, . 
as many apprehend, deſert the Feathers bond for 
carey on their ſuit ? 

42. Whether, upon the whole, the, Newer 
monſtrouſly unnatural, coalition of proteſtant and 
popiſh malecontents were. not the only probable 
means of balancing the ſcales, both in the houſe 
and out? or, 

43. Were ſuch a conjunction, for knocking off 

their own galling fetters, not more natural than 
our talked of alliance with the French for the U- 
berty of Poles? 
44. Is it not 5 a kind of infatuation to o find 
both ſides ſwayed by ſuch reciprocal and equally 
inveterate ſpleen, as to be totally blind to their 
real intereſt ? | 

45. Whether the mi of RAe 
in preſſing for a toleration be owing to the appre- 
henſion of a treatment ſimilar to that of the Vas, 
when naturalized ? or, 

46 To ſuch motives as made ſome Siberian pri- 
ſoners of ſtate regret their r when en- 
larged? or, 

47. As made ſome captive jews not return with 
Zorobabel and Ezra, af ter the decrees of Cyrus 
and Artaxerxes? or, in fine, 

48. As made the Iſraelites have a better reliſh 
for the Ægyptian fleſh-pots (Exod. 16. 3.) than 
the heavenly manna ? (Numb. 21. 5.) 

49. Whether it is not with an ill grace the re- 
verend bench yote for the ſubſcription of the 36th 
canon, when, in oppoſition to St. Paul (1 Tim. 3. 


7.) and the * of the 34th and 39th = 


+ 4. 2» 
they promiſcuouſly receive all backſliding popiſh 
prieſts v/ithout credentials? _ 

50. Whether the characters of Meſſieurs F—r 
J n, two late r---n---g---s, and. others I could 
name, were irreproachable? | 

51. Whether it be not a plain proof theſe turn- 
coats have but the loaves and fiſhes in their eye, 
* they are ſeldom, if 2 known to fly to a 

ting co ation, whither muſt brin 
n — or work hard "args wer bread ? - 
52. Whether a wife be a laudable incentive, 
even had clerical celibacy not been warrantable ? 
53. Whether the facihty of their admiſſion be 
not to parade with their numbers, as ſome Jew 
Nazarcens have gloried in thoſe of cheir Pagan 
ſcalps ? (Gall. 6. 23.) 
4. Whether hs preſent diflcutry be not re- 
duced to this ſingle * if R — C — cs 

Ta. en tenets as ever-· binding ee : 

5. Whether our half papiſt Bourkite would con- 
de #7 to help us to the opinion of his half-com- 
munion divines, as a collateral eclaircifſement of 
the point? and 
386. Whether this does not as analy concern 

them as the degree of worſhip due to the V. Mary 
magiſterially 2 here ſome years ſince by 

— C——? ſhould this not ſucceed, 

57. Whether he could prevail on the D. of G. 
or Count G—g—lli to know from the R——n_ 
oracle, if the Braganza and Bourbon families, which 
of late have, ever and anon, played faſt and looſe 
with the bull in Cena Domini, . ſhould be deemed 
heterodoßx ? 

58. Whether it be at all likely his Holineſs 
would prevaricate 10 the lake of promoting a fa- 


vourite 


(ae =» 
vourite ſcheme, at the riſque of loſing his pare: 
mount kingſhip over ſo many flouriſhing 

when catching him in a lye ? 

59. Whether it be not impertinent to the point 
in hand, whatever the religious profeſſion of 
Neuter may be ? 
5o. This being known but to God and himſelf, 

whether it ſhould not in juſtice be believed ſuch as 
he declares? if fo, 

61. Whether, ſuppoſing him an irreſolute deiſt, 
or, as is whiſpered about, a wavering revelationiſt, 
the uſual modes of proſelyting by the lure of ſe- 
cular intereſt, the dazzling glare of infallibility, 
legendary tales and gorgeous pageantry were Ca- 
pable of fixing him? if not, | 

62. Whether, in the whole ſacerdotal tribe there 
be ſtock enough of zeal or philanthropy to at- 
tempt the conviction to which he is ever open, and 
beat him out of his neutrality by the invincible 
force of argument? or, 

63. Whether, in purſuance of the 66th canon, 
this be not the bounden duty of their beſt dubbed 
even mitred ſort ? | | 
_ 64. Whether a Sherlock, a Patrick, a Tillot- 

ſon, a Stillingfleet, a Teniſon, a Burnet, had not 
undertaken the taſk at firſt bluſh ? 

65. Whence then the degeneracy ? is it, that 
ſouls are now leſs precious? or rather, temporali- 
ties leſs in nes ? 

66. May we, therefore, not conclude, theſe to 
be the ſacerdotal primum mobile of our halcyon 


days ? | 
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This leiter, without aſſigning any reaſon, or mak- 
ing a word of reply, the printer has neither inſerted 
nur returned, though required ſo to do, in the follow- 
ing manner: 57 | | | 


To the Printer of the Lon po Packer. 


Z Dec. 11, 1772. 


TT) MPLOYED ſome time in the ſervice of 


* 


NEUTER, an outlandiſh gentleman, ſeem- 
ingly of ſome rank, upon the footing of a clerk, 


interpreter and tranſlator of his ſeveral produc- 


tions, I am charged with his compliments for Mr. 
Evans, and the moſt ſolemn aſſurance of pledg- 
ing his honour for taking upon himſelf every diſ- 
grace he may apprehend, in conſequence of his 
correſpondence, fo far as to ſend him, upon any 
ſuch emergency, his real name and place of abode. 
Should this not induce him, at leaſt, to ſignify he 
would be indulged, when there was leiſure from 
more intereſting buſineſs, he is intreated to get 


| his laſt letter directed to, &c. where every ex- 


pence will be defrayed, | 
7 AMANUENSIS. 


Theſe ſamples may ſuffice to give you a notion 


of proteſtant inſincerity, and convince you of its 


truth, in England. * They are indifferently taken 
from the unfair conduct of ſome members as well 
of the eſtabliſhed church as diſſenters, who made 
their appearance in the public prints for ſome 
years laſt paſt: if it be pretended, the ſilence of the 
commons, upon a charge of corruption and paſſive 
obedience, proceeds from a conſciouſneſs of 4 
; | | truth, 


A 


( 

truth, ſo may we then judge of theſe advocates. 
There is one claſs of men, greatly in vogue, ſprung 
up here between forty and fifty years ago, who 
affect the title of Methodiſts, on pretence 6f liv- 
ing by rules in a certain method, whereof I can 

ive but a ſlender account. Though their views 
2 to me no other than to make a trade and 
gain of godlineſs, or cover infidelity with a myſtic 
veil, as I cannot otherwiſe account for their ſettin 
up altar againſt altar, to the no ſmall diſturbance 
of the received mode of worſhip, and detriment 
of its miniſters; yet I ſhall forbear venting my 
ſurmiſe, till I have got an opportunity of correſ- 


ponding with ſome of them, when, without fail, 


you ſhall know all the diſcoveries I make. Mean 
while I am, with due reſpect, honoured Sir, 


Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
Don Fr ancisco XAVERIO GUZMAN. 


P. S. Should you aſk, why papiſts ſhould not be 
liable to the ſame cenſure with proteſtants, eſpe- 
cially as they are, not only equally fallen from their 
primitive polemical fervour, but are remarkably 
Teſs alert againſt deiſts ? I anſwer, there are riſques 
on the one ſide, none on the other, where, of 
courſe, all the check muſt be from within, which 
I can't think any other than ſelf- conviction of their 
cauſe being bad, which muſt be ſtill encreaſed by 
their zeal againſt infidels, whom they cannot foil 
to any purpoſe, without the darts recoiling on 
themſelves, as may be ſeen, b. g. ch. 1. v. 17. &c. 
of the Jew Apologiſt, The moſt that can be con- 
cluded againſt papiſts 1s therefore their cowardice, 
or if you will have it, ſecular prudence, a Nico- 
demite conduct condemned in primitive times; 

| | not 
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not that in the leaſt they muſt of their cauſe 
the juſtneſs ſuſpect, what I ſhould: think their 
true caſe, was it not that, they neither will en- 
gage themſelves, nor, to the betraying their ſlug- 
| eqs or worldlyneſs, ſuffer thoſe that would: 
or, who could believe them ſincere in a cauſe they 
neither would themſelves, nor ſee” others defend? 
but of this more in my next, where their want 


of candour will be put in ſuch light, as muſt 


; 


be recognized by their moſt ſanguine friends. 
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